


































































Among the many contributions that the University of 
Peradeniya has made to Sri Lankan culture, few have 
had the lasting impact as Maname. Produced by 
Professor Ediriweera Sarachchandra in 1956, the 
play marked a turning point in the history of Sinhala 
theatre and established Peradeniya as the cradle of 
modern Sri Lankan drama.  

Drawing inspiration from traditional Nadagam theatre, folk music, dance, and Asian 
theatrical traditions, Sarachchandra created a uniquely Sri Lankan stage form that 
combined artistic excellence with popular appeal. Maname premiered on 3 November 
1956 at the Lionel Wendt Theatre in Colombo and immediately captured the imagination 
of audiences across the country.  

The origins of the play are closely linked to the University of 
Peradeniya. Many members of the original cast were students 
from the University, and the production emerged from the 

the 1950s. The University's Sinhala Natya Mandalaya played a 
key role in encouraging and supporting its development.  

Professor Sarachchandra, who taught at the then University of Ceylon, Peradeniya, is 
widely regarded as the father of modern Sinhala drama. Through Maname and later 
productions such as Sinhabahu, he helped create an indigenous theatre tradition that 

 

 

Nearly seventy years later, the legacy of Maname continues 
to inspire generations of actors, playwrights, academics, 
and students. For Peradeniya alumni, the story of Maname is 
more than a theatrical achievement. It is a reminder of a 
period when creativity, scholarship, and cultural innovation 
combined to produce one of Sri Lanka's greatest artistic 
treasures. 

 

 





1. What is the name of the iconic bridge that connects the two sides of the campus? 
a) Victoria Bridge b) Akbar Bridge c) Mahaweli Bridge d) Peradeniya 

Bridge 
 

 
a) Kelani River b) Mahaweli River c) Kalu River d) Gin River 

 
3. Which tree-lined avenue is famous for graduation photos and evening walks? 

a) Palm Avenue b) Senate Avenue c) Mara Avenue d) University Road 
 

 
a) Senate Building b) Hilda Hall c) Hanthana Hills d) Library Terrace 

 
 

a) University 
Grounds 

b) Open Air Theatre c) Gymnasium d) Senate Hall 

 
6. Which campus location was famous for student romances? 

a) The Library b) Akbar Bridge c) Mara Avenue d) Lover’s Lane 
(informal) 

 
 

a) Queen Elizabeth II b) Sir Ivor Jennings c) Prince Philip, 
Duke of Edinburgh 

d) D. S. Senanayake 

 
 

a) 1952 b) 1954 c) 1956 d) 1958 
 

-  
a) Prof. Athula 
Senarathne 
 

b) Prof. Upul B. 
Dissanayake 
 

c) Prof. W. M. T. 
Madhujith 
 

d) Prof. Kapila 
Goonasekera 
 

 
a) 200m b) 500m c) 1km d) Depends on who 

you ask 
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